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(Use thll rona to file a local law with the Secretart or State.) 

Text or law should be aivea as amended. Do not include matter beiDa elii!Unated and do not 
use italics or uoderliaios to indicate new matter. 
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Local Law No. ----·-··----·-·--- or the year 19-

A local Ia~ ~ for .. ~-Wr!~~tg~tia'l_o~~~ 'l'cMl 
ruc;l:ways, Bridges, Stteets, SidewalJcs, eromn.uJca and Ollvert:a in the 'l'cMl 
of Stratford, New York 

Be It coacted by the --~-~--··-····---··-·-·········-·····-····-··· ··--·-·-··; ............ ___ _.,or the 
(Name ol Lep!allnlod7) . 

£aaotx 
~ or ............. - .. ~~.!.f~ __ , ................ -----··-....... _ ......... _ .................................... _ .. __ as followr. 
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TOWN OF STRATFORD, NEW YORK 

LOCAL LAW NO. 1 FOR TilE YEAR 1996 

A LOCAL LAW PROVIDING FOR TilE WRITTEN NOTIFICATION OF 
DEFECfS AND OBSTRUCfiONS ON TOWN HIGHWAYS, BRIDGES, STREETS, 

SIDEWALKS, CROSSWALKS AND CULVERTS IN TilE TOWN OF STRATFORD, 
NEW\'ORK 

BE IT ENACfED by the Town Board of the Town of Stratford, New York as follows: 

SEcnON 1. TITLE 
SEcnON 2. DEFINITION 
SEcnON 3. PRIOR WRITfEN NOTICE 
SECTION 4. RECORDS 
SEcnON 5. EFFEcr ON OTilER REQUIREMENTS FOR STATUTES 
SEen ON 6. SUPERSEDES SUBDIVISION 1 AND 3 OF SEcnON 65-a OF TiiE TOWN 

LAW 
SEen ON 7. SEP ARABIUTY 
SEcnON 8. EFFEcnVE DATE 

SEen ON 1: TITLE: 
A The title of this local law is "A Local Law Providing for the Written Notification of 

Defects and Obstructions on Town Highways, Bridges, Streets, Sidewalks, Crosswalks and 
Cui verts in the Town of Stratford, New York". 

(I! addltloo&l space 1s Deeded, attach pa,cs the same size as this sheet, aod Dumber each.) 
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SEcnON 2: DEFINITION: 
A When the word "Town" is used, it shall mean the Town of Stratford, New York. 
SEcnON 3: PRIOR WRITfEN NOTICE: 
A No civil action shall be maintained ag1inst the town or the town superintendent of 

highways for damages or injuries to person or property sustained by reason of any highw!y, 
bridge. stre~t. sidewalk, crosswalk and culvert being defective, out of repair, unsafe, d1n~.:rous 
or obstructl:!d unless written notice of such defective, unsafe, dangerous or obstructed condition 
of such highway, bridge, stree~ sidewalk, crosswalk or culvert was actually given to t"te t0\\11 
clerk or town superintendent of highways, and there was a failure or neglect within a reasonable 
time after the giving of such notice to repair or remove the defect, danger or obstruction 
complained of. No such action shall be maintained for damages or injuries to person or property 
sustained solely in consequence of the existence of snow or ice upon any highway. bridge, street, 
sidewalk crosswalk or culvert, unless written notice thereof, specifying the particular place, was 
actually given to the town clerk or town superintendent of highways and there was failure or · 
neglect to cause such snow or ice to be removed, or to make the place otherwise reasonab!y safe 
within a reasonable time after the receipt of such notice. 

SECilON 4: RECORDS: 
A. The town superi'ntendent of highways shall transmit in writing to the town clerk 

within five days after the receipt thereof all written notice received pursuant to this local law and 
subdivision 2 of section 65-a of the town law. The town clerk shall cause all written notice 
received pursuant to this local law and subdivision 2 of section 65-a of the town law, to be 
presented to the town board within five days of the receipt thereof or at the next succeeding town. 
board meeting whichever shall be sooner. 

SEcnON 5: EFFECT ON OTHER REQUIREMENTS FOR STATUTES: 
A. Nothing contained in this law shall be held to repeal or modify or waive any e:\!sting 

requirements or statute of limitations which is applicable to these causes of action, but. l•n the 
contrary. shall be held to be additional requirements to thl! right to maintain such action. nor shlll 
anything herein contained be held to modify any existing rule of law relative to the qu~stion of 
contributory negligence, not to impose upon the town, its officers and employees and·or any of 
its improvement districts, and greater duty or obligations than that it shall keep its streets, 
sidewalks and public places in a reasonably safe condition ior public use and travel. 

SEcnON 6. SUPERSEDES SUBDIVISIO!'ll AND 3 OF SEC110N 65-a OF TilE 
TOWN LAW: 

A. This local law shall supersede in its application of the Town of Stratford Subdi"isions 
1 and 3 of Section 65-a of the town law. 

SECflON 7: SEPARABILITY 
A. If any clause, sentence, phrase, paragraph or any pan of this law shall for any reason 

be adjudged finally by a court or competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not 
affect, impair or invalidate the remainder of this law but shall be confined in its operation and 
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effect to the clause, sentence, phrase, paragraph or part thereof directly involved in the 
controversy or action in which such judgment shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to 
be the legislative intent that the remainder of this section would have been adopted had any such 
provisions not been included. 

SECTION 8: EFFEcnVE DATE: . 
A. This local law shall take effect immediately upon its passage by the town board of the 

town and its filing with the secretary of state. 
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(Complete !be certific:atloo in the pauzrapb th:tt applies to the Cilia& of this local law :and 

strike out that which Is not applicable.) 

1. (fio:al :adoption by local le:islalhe body only.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as locll law No. 1 of 1996 
of the ~(Town~) of Stratfarrl . . wJ.S duly p:med by the 

Ta.-n Board on Jan. 11. 199..6...., m accordance with the appliC"lble provisions of lJw. 
rhm.e ol t:Cpalauu BOdy) 

"Elrctivr Ch.ie( Executive Officer me:1os or Jocludes the chief exHutive oCficer of :a county elcctrd 00 a 
county-wide basis or, if there be none, the chairm:an of the county !l!zisl:athe body, the mayor or a city 

1 
or villa~e, or the supcnisor of a town where such officer is vested with the power to approYe or TCIO loCl 

la\YS or ordinances. 
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